
What is an Individual Education Plan (IEP)? 

An IEP is a written plan. It is a working document which describes the strengths and needs of a n individual exceptional pupil, the special education 
program and services established to meet that pupilôs needs, and how the program and services will be delivered. It describes the studentôs pro-
gress, and includes a plan to support students in making successful transitions. 
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Carrying out the IEP: At home, how can I help my 
child reach their goals? 

• Talk to the teachers about what they plan to accomplish 

• 
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SGDSB SEAC (Special Education 
Advisory Committee) Members 

SGDSB Trustees, members at large, one or 
two persons to represent the interests of First 
Nations students, and representatives and 

alternates from up to 12 local associations. 

The local associations must be affiliated with 

associations or organizations that are:  

• Incorporated 

• Operate throughout Ontario 

• Further the interests and well-being of one 
or more groups of exceptional children or 
adults 

• Do not represent professional educators 

See the SEAC Guide for more info 

Notes:  
1. To receive this guide in Braille, large print, or audiocassette format, please contact the board office. 
2. When used in this guide, the word parent includes guardian. 

www.sgdsb.on.ca 
12 Hemlo Drive, Postal Bag ‘A’ 

Marathon, ON P0T 2E0 

P 807-229-0436  F 807-229-1471 

What is a transition plan? 

A written plan which outlines the daily, short term and long term changes 

to programs/pathways. Transitions may include: 

• Entry to school, between grades, from elementary to secondary 

school 

• Activity to activity, class to class, school to school 

• Secondary school to education, career, community, and life pathway 

Contained within the transition plan are: 

• Individual goals 

• Actions required to achieve those goals 

• Identified individuals responsible for the actions required 

• Specific timelines for completion 

A transition plan is developed in collaboration with students and their 
families, the school, community agencies and post secondary partners 
as appropriate and is reviewed and updated as part of the IEP review 

process. 

See School to Community Transition Information for more 

How does an IEP work?  

How can I contribute to planning goals for my child? 

An IEP outlines the special education programs and services your child will    

receive. There are five phases in the development of an IEP: 

1. Gather information 

2. Set the direction 

3. Develop the plan 

4. Carry out the planned activities 

5. Review and update the IEP, including the transition plan and safety plan 

As the parent, what role do I play? 

Parents play a powerful supporting role in the IEP process and transition plan-
ning. It is important to understand and participate in the five phases of the IEP 
process. As well, be sure to ask for a copy of your childôs IEP within 30 school 

days, so that you can support the planned activities at home. 

You know things about your childôs approach to learning that no one else knows. 

Be sure to tell the teachers about your childôs: 

• Likes, dislikes and interests 

• Talents and abilities 

• Interest in extra-curricular activities 

• Family and peer relationships and dynamics (extended family, pets) 

• Family routines and schedules 

• Hopes and dreams for the future, including any short and/or long term goals 

• How your child learns best (e.g. by doing, through demonstration, etc.) 

 


